Gospel 


Dheraly, 























“ FEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 





PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAI. 


EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 








VOL. V. 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1 





2, 1825. NO. 20 








ABSURDITY OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
A VICARIOUS SACRIFICE EXPOSED, 
BY A CASE IN POINT. 

From alate London Paper. 

Mansion- House. Edmund Angetini, professor of 
languages, and whose fracas with the Austrian Am- 
bassador respecting the refusal of 2 passport has ex- 
cited some curiosity, came before the Loid Mayor, 
and made a statement to the following effect: “My 
Lord,—He who has violated the law, onght to per- 
ish by the sword of justice—Mr. Fauntleroy ought 
to perish by the sword of justice. If, however, an- 
ther take his place, I think justice ought to be 
satisfied: now I devote myself for Mr. Fauntleroy, 
Ttake upon myself his crime, and wish to die to 
save him; he isa father; he is a citizen: his life is 
useful; mine is a burden to the world. T am in 
good health; my mental faculties are unitwpaired. 
I do not ask this in order to get my action spoken 
of, but T apply for it as a favour.” 

Mr. Angelini proceeded to support his request to 
die on the scaffold, with great energy of manner, 
ond uncommon external manifestations of sincerity. 

The Lord Mayor expressed his surprise at the 
application, and his doubts as to the soundness of 
the petitioner’s faculties. 

Mr. Angelini vehemently assured his Lordship of 
the perfect condition of his understanding. “Ac- 
cordez moi cette grace,” said he, “J’ai toute ma 
tete.” 

He was informed that it was contrary to al! jus- 
fice, and to all practice too (as a man of his educa- 
tion might have known,) that the life of an innocent 
person should be taken as a substitute for that of 
one who was guilly, however disposed the innocent 
person might be to make the sacrifice. 

Nir. 


ment against that position in holy 


Angelini said, that there was a strong argu- 
writ, from which 
it was plain to all believers, that our Saviour died as 
an atonement for the sins of others. He did not see 
why he should not be allowed to imitate that grand 
example. Upon being informed of the absurdity of 
his application, he became calmer, but he said he 
was very, extremely, willing indeed te die. Whea 


asked whether he was the same person who was 
some time ago taken before a magistrate at Marlbo- 
rough-street police office, he replied in the affirma- 


tive, but said that the charge was all wrong, that he 
was innocent, and that his innocence was proved, 
He also acknowledged that he had lived some time 
at Bath, but he declared that his character would 
bear the strictest investigation. 

ff The following paragraph gives the finale of this 
singular application -g 
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While these scenes were passing, the Italian 
teacher of languages, Angelini, who on Friday ap- 
plied to the Lord Mayor for permission to die for 
Mr. Faugtleroy, knocks at the door of Newgate, and 
introduced himself to the Ordinary, who was just 
going to administer the sacrament. He said he had 
come to take the place of the convict, as he was very 
anxious that that person’s life should be saved, in 
consideration of his wife and family. The Ordinary 
remonstrated with him upon the absurdity of the 
application; but finding that the more objections 
were made, the more noisy the Italian became, he 
desired one of the officers to talk to him upon the 
subject. Angelini, after some expressions of regret 
at not being allowed to die on the scaffold, suddenly 
quitted the prison, into whieh he had gained admis- 
sion upon the strength of the Lord Mayor’s name, 
REMARKSs® 

The doctrine of a vicarious Saérifice, or the sub- 
stitution of the innocent to sutfer punishment in the 
room and stead of the guilty, is fairly exposed in the 
above account, so that its admirers can see their fa- 
vourite hypothesis in naked beauty, and observe the 
excellence of its proportions, and the symmetry of its 
parts. This Italian certainly is a rare character ; 
and can prefer extraordinaty claims to orthodoxy 
above all his compeers in absurdity of the Chureh 
of England, and of every other nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people. 

#1,” says this polemical prodigy, “ take upon my- 
self his crimes.” “He did not see why be should 
not be permitted to imitate the grand example tound 
in the Seriptures!” The consistent Lord Mayor, (a 
good Churchman,) doubts the soundness of the 
man’s faculties, because he wished to reduce to 
practice the most prominent article of his own 
creed! Surely, if this Italien is crazy, nine-tenths 
of the religious world are crazy also. Now this Lord 
Mayor and the Ordinary, reason well, while their 
creed is not specially in question, and pronounce 
that “contrary to all justice, and absurd,” which, in 
the Church, on the first day of every week, is de- 
clared to be harmoniously consistent and just, and 
worthy of the Divine Mind who conceived it!!! 

We certainly live in a wonderful age, and are sur- 
rounded by wonderful people. Mankind now, can 
see absurdity and injustice plainly one day, and re- 
ject the same with abhorrence ; and the next day be 
delighted with the excellence and perfection of that 
system which they from their inmost souls detest. 
Thus we see, that the religious creed of modern 
times, however well it may answer as a creed, to 
be brushed with sophistical arguments, in the pulpit, 
every week, would turn the world topsy-turvy were 
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it reduced to practice, and outrage every rational | 


and consistent principle. So mankind go on, self- 
condemned, deceived and deceiving ; and falling, by 
thousands of thousands, plump into the ditch of or- 
tho foxy. 
when some crazy Italian presents himself, and offers, 
patriotically, to reduce their principles to practice, 
that they are roused from the slumber of absurdity ; 
and only wake to utter a sentence of common sense, 
when they relapse again into the stupor of sanctified 
folly. Alas! 


It is only on extraordinary occasions, 


—_ 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
THE PARSON MR. SABINE’S LEC- 
TURES. 

a Mr. Sasrye finished his Lectures in reply to 
Mr. Batrovrn, on the evening of last Sabbath. 
After he had closed, our friend, Dr. Aprauam R. 
Tuompson, of Charlestown, delivered the fol- 
lowing remarks in relation to the subject, which, 
at our request, he gave us for publication. 

EDS. 

My Friends: The Parson Mr. Sabine having 
now closed his lectures, I request the privilege ot 
making a few observations to you on the subject of 
his labours. The Gentleman of his own free will, 
fered his services in the public papers, to examine 
and refute Mr. BaMou:’s Book, provided he might 
be allowed the useof a pulpit. This religious So- 
ciety, inthe genuine spirit of free inquiry, unani- 
mously offered him their pulpit, and you my fiends, 
have patiently and candidly, attended the discus- 
sion. Some of you have read Mr. Balfour’s Book. 
but many have attended these lectures who have 
not read the book. Those of you who have read 
the book, will bear me witness that those who have 
not, cannot possibly form a correct idea of it from 

Mr. Sabine’s lectures. In justice therefure to the 

cause of truth, to the author of the book, and to 

those who have not read it, I feel constrained to 
state explicitly, but briefly, what the purpose and 
‘seope of this book are. The object of Mr. Balfour's 
book, then, from the beginning to the end, is TO 

SHOW THAT HELL WAS NOT A PLACE 

OF ENDLESS MISERY, AS HAS BEEN 

GENERALLY AND LONG BELIEVED. 

This the Author shews incentrovertibly, by a con- 

sideration of all the texts where the words rendered 

Hell in our common version, occur. He also spent 

two sections of the book, in stating a number of 

facts, that the inspired writers did not consider Hell 
as a place of endless misery ; nor of any misery in 

a future state, as has been supposed ; that no prophet 

in the Old Testament, nor yet our Saviour, nor his 

apostles in the New, ever used the word Heil to ex- 
press a state of punishment im the future wold. He 
also traced the doctrine of Hell, as a piace of endless 
misery to heathenism as its origin—and adduced 
some quotations from believers in the doctrine of 
hell torments to prove it, &c. What thea has Mr. 

Sabine done in refuting these things? Did he take 

up the texts and show that the author of the book 

had wrested these texts ? had perverted them? Has 





he taken up any of the facts and shown them to be 





false? Or has he even told his audience, that He 
believes Hell to be a place of endless misery? His 
work was to answer the book, not to make it; but 
has he not in quoting it, altered it, and found con- 
stant fault with the author, becanse he did not writ 
the book to suit him? He quoted but little of the 
book ; (and two whole sections which contain the 
great body of material facts, he has not quoted at all, 
nor even alluded to,) and when he made quotations, 
he never, until the last lecture, in a single sentence 
referred his hearers to the page, that they migh?, 
read and judge for themselves. 

As Mr. Sabine has not fulfilled his engagemen' 
to the public in refuting the book,—let us advert to 
what he las attempted to do im his discourses. "Phe 
avowed object of Mr. S.’s discourses was to establish 
a future retribution, its endless duration he does 
not advocate, but stated that he would leave every 
man to form his own opinion as to its duration. His 
orthodox friends he found fault with, for preaching 
hell torments so much, and said it was only the 
weaker part of them that did so. Had the “Author 
of the Inquiry” only advocated a future retribution, 
all would have been well. This was not the object 
of the book, nor is any thing said in it, either af- 
firming or denying it. In the Book the Author re 
peatedly expresses his readiness to believe the doc 
trine of endless misery, if it can be established from 
Scripture, but shews that the texts which speak 
about hell, have been perverted in support of it. 
Supposing Mr. S. to have proved beyond all contra- 
diction a future retribution, this is no answer to the 
book which he undertook to refute. But has he 
proved this? Let every one who has heard him, say, 
if he has proved either of the two following things, 
which require to be both proved, to establish the 
doctrine of a future relribulion. Ist. Has he proved 
that the soul of man at death goes to Hades, Sheol. 
Tartarus or Gehenna, as a place or state of punish- 


ment ? 2d. Has he proved that such souls are actu 


ally in misery there? The most plausible proof hy 

advanced was, the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus. But seemingly at a Joss in what sense to 
view it, he first considered it a parable, then re 

nounced it, and called on the author of the book t 

prove ita parable, Bat the parable says not a word 
about the soul of the rich man in hades or hell. Un 

less Mr. S. believes that the soul has eves, and ears. 
and a tongue, &Xc. in a separate state from the body, 
How can this prove his point? Truly, if we are to 
become believers in a state of torment in the new 
life of incorruption and immortality, which the glo 

rious gospel of Jesus Christ brings to light, as th: 

“ free cift of God, not according to our works, bur 
according to his own purpose and grace before th 

foundation of the world ;” our friend Sebine must 
furnish some better ground for our faith, than the 
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. That Hades 
at least sometimes means the grave, is not denied by 
Mr. S. and all said in the parable agrees to the body 
there, but does not accord with a spirit in a future 
state separate from the body. But it may be sai 
that Mr. S. has proved a future retribution from tif 
passages which speak of a qure judgment. Yes, 
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he attempted to prove this, but did he show from 
any of those passages that this judgment was in a 
future state? which was the point to be proved, to 
be to his purpose. All the texts he advanced fell 
short of this; and we were rather surprised that 
something more plausible was not advanced by him. 
In short, Mr. S. has not only forgotten to meet the 
facts and arguments of the book, proving that hell is 
not a place of endless misery, but he has failed much 
more than we expected to establish his doctrine 
of future retribution. He has neither refuted the 
book nor established any thing definite in opposi- 
tion to it. 

Having said thus much about Mr. Sabine’s at- 
tempts against Mr. Balfour’s book, we must in jus- 
tice to our own feelings, say something of his treat- 
ment of our friend the author. Those who have 
not read Mr. B.’s book, and have no personal know- 
ledge of him, would certainly form a terrible idea 
of the man, from the portrait of him in Mr. S.’s 
Mr. B. is there charged with sophistry, 
insincerity, and falsehood, with denying all penal- 
ty or punishment for sin, with abetting and uphold- 
ing all infidelity, and immorality, with first pervert- 
tng, then denying divine revelation, with attempting 
to unbinge and throw down the whole moral system, 
thus to dethrone the moral Ruler of the universe. 
Mr. S. allows Mr. B. the best abilities, but then ac- 
cuses him of the worst designs against the best in- 
terests both of God and man, and thus adroitly 
hangs him up between heaven and earth, as fit for 
neither. But my friends remember, a good cause is 
never made better by personal abuse, and a bad one 
As the best possible refuta- 
tion of every thing which can be said against Mr. 
B.’s book is to read it; so the best possible refutation 
of every thing that has been said against the man is 
to know him as we do. 

I would now give notice that Mr. Sabine’s Lec- 
tures are to be printed, and will be reviewed by Mr. 
Balfour, and also that Mi. B. intends iminediately 
to publish a second edition of his beok, ih a cheaper 
Thus both these books will be before the 
public, within the reach of every man who feels 
disposed to read and examine for himself. And you 
will allow me to say, that this subject is one of those 


lectures. 


is always made worse. 


forin. 


things whiel: belong to our everlasting peace. What 
Mr. S. or Mr. B. may say, or what any other man, 
clergyman or layman may say, on this solemn sub- 
ject, is of little consequence either to you or me, who 
are travelling together to another world. But what 
God our Father in heaven has said in his word, on 
this subject, is of infinite importance for all to know. 
Give me leave then to recommend a course to you, 
which will be equally just to the cause of truth, to 
your own minds, and to the Gentlemen who appear 
before you as parties in this question. First take 
Mr. Balfour’s book in one hand and the Bible in the 
other, and read seriously what Mr. B. has written, 
and compare it critically with the Divine testi- 
mony. Having done this faithfully, then take Mr. 
Sabine’s book, and read and compare it in the 
same manner, then judge for yourselves. I ask 
no more. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD, 

Respected Sir—I have long since been taught by 
nature and common sense, to disbelieve the doctrine 
of eternal punishment; and have also been taught 
from my infancy, to believe all that is written in the 
Holy Scriptures. As I find some difficulty in recon- 
ciling them, I take the liberty of requesting you to 
explain the following verses in Mark iii. 28, 29. 
“Verily, I say unto you, all sins shall be forgiven 
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith 
soever they shall blaspheme ; but he that shall blas- 
pheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgive- 
ness, but is in danger of eternal damnation.” 

By noticing the above when convenient, you will 
much oblige an INQUIRER. 

January 1829. 
REPLY. 

Having several times offered a comment on the 
above quoted passage, it Is not expedient now to 
present the reader with a long article. The first 
proposition affirms of all sins and blasphemies what 
soever, that they shall be forgiven unto men, The 
second proposition affirms, that he that shall blas- 
pheme against the Holy Spirit, hath not (in the pre- 
sent tense) forgiveness; the word never being a gra- 
tuitous comment on the Greek negative. There is 
not so much as an intimation that the party, guiky 
of the blasphemy, shall be endlessly excluded from 
the joys of God's salvation; for, of the blasphemer 
it is said, (after asserting that he, the man actually 
sustaining the character of a blasphemer at the time,) 
that he is in danger of—What? Is the blasphemer’s 
fate irrevocably fixed, and that fate an endless Hell? 
If so, is he in danger of, or liable to, something 
worse? Or, can aman be so circumstanced, as never 
to be the subject of God’s forgiving love, and then 
be only in danger of, or liable to, an endless He!l ? 

The same subject, in Matt. xii, is given in differ- 
ent language. There, correctly translated, it is said 
of the blasphemer, that he shall not be forgiven, 
neither in this nor the coming age. The atoniou 
kriseose, rendered eternal damnation, has nothing to 
do with any mode of existence but the present tem- 
poral life of man. The translators have rendered 
the word kriseose,in Rev. xiv. 7, judgment, not 
damnation. Therefore the party is liable to the 
judgment of the age, whatever it may be. The 
Jews, or Israelites, as a people, are represented in 
the Scriptures, as blasphemerts against God, or the 
Holy Spirit, and it is obvious that their judgment is 
peculiar to them; and that they are to be cunsider- 
ed as contradistinguished in the providence of God, 
from all the residue of mankind. 

There is a remarkable and very important fact, 
which should be mentioned, in illustration of this 
subject. In Ezek. xvi. the character of the Jewish 
nation is delineated, and contrasted with the So- 
domites; much to the disadvantage of the moral 
character of the Jews. The sin of Sodom is speci- 
fied, the moral turpitude of that people explained 
and estimated, and the Jews accused by God, who 
cannot err, with being more abominable than So- 
dom. When Sodom’s sins are enumerated, we hear 


nothing of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, or 
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against God. The reason for this omission is ob- 
vious.—The inhabitants of Sodom were ignorant of 
God, to that degree, that they could not blaspheme, 
or speak evil of him. By consulting Isa. hi. 5; Ixv. 
7. you will learn that the Jews blasphemed ; and 
that they “blasphemed continually every day!” 
Their sins, therefore, being “ more abotinable” than 
Sodom’s, subjected them to greater suffering. Thus 
we read, (Lam, iv. 6.) “lor the punisiiment of the 
iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than 
the punishment of the sin of Sodom, that was over- 
thrown as in a moment, and no hands stayed on 


* Will some of the wise men who believe and 


her. 
teach that the Sodomites were consigned to an end- 
less Hell, have the goodness to explain, how God's 
people (or the daughter of God’s people,) can be 
punished with a greater punishment than endless 
misery ? The reader can understand the meaning of 
Jude 6 verse, where, speaking of the Sodomites, it 
is said, “ suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” 
{It appears that the Sodomites suffered the ven- 
geance of this fire, (the fire of the age) in a moment! 
The Jews, being more wicked, endured a greater 
ptnishment. But if, according to modern opin- 
ions, even the prayers of mankind are enough to 
send them to an endless hell, it is folly to talk of de- 
tees of punishment, or to name a duration, which, 
to say nothing of “a moment,” could be estimated 
in the longest life of man. 

We conclude by requesting the reader to com- 
pare the first proposition we have considered, that 
all sins, &c. shall be fergiven, except blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit, with the punishment of 
Sodom; and he will learn, that the Sodomites suf- 
fered the vengeance of, what is called, “eternal fire,” 
in “a moment ;” that they suffered this, when they 
were not guilty of the sin of blasphemy, but only 
guilty of all, or any sins, which shall be forgiven ; 
and therefore, that people may be forgiven, and, at 
the same time, suffer the vengeance of eternal fire; 
and, what is more strange, sui/er eternally in a mo- 
ment! Also, that those more wicked, can suffer a 
greater punishment than eternal fire, and in a 
short time be delivered, and restored to the favour 
and presence of God. All these paradoxes fall in 
the way of orthodox commentators ; and, we think, 
will puzzle them longer than Sodom endured the 
eternal fire. 

—f — 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
“ He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not shell be damned.” 
Mark xvi. 16. 

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” (Rom. x. 17.) The word of God 
informs us, that “all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God, both Jews and Gentiles, are all 
under sin; as it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one;” &e. “In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die,” was the declaration 
ofthe Most High. Reader, pause a moment, and 
seriously ask yourself, if the death which God said 
was sure; is sure or not. Remember, that we 
tell you, that, “ He that believeth not shali be damn- 


ed ;” aad we believe it is sure. All who decide 
otherwise, must follow the decision of him who said, 
“ Ye shall not surely die.” Should our great Cre 

ator tell one of the guilty race of men, that, on con 

dition he would eat no more of the forbidden fruit 

he should not surely die, would not his last declara 

tion contvadict his first? Is it possible that Jesus 
Christ came into our world to save lost men fron 

the death that God said was sure, and thereby prove 
that saying true in which it is said, * Ye shail no! 
surely die?” Or did he come to save us from death, 
after we shall have fallen by its power? Reader. 
suppose we admit that God has threatened the sin- 
ner with endless death, and that the old declaime: 
has said, and always tells the wicked, that they shall 
not surely die, how can God save the sinner from 
the penalty of his law, without proving that the de- 
claration of the Devil is true, and the very marrow 
of the gospel ? “The soul that sinneth it shall die. 
He that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done; and there is no respect ot 
persons.” 

He that believeth shall be saved from the delusion 
and condemnation of the Devil, but he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned. ‘There is not the least 
intimation in the word of God, that he will pardon 
those that know his will and do it not. Pardon is 
for those, and those only, that know not their mas- 
ter’s will, and doit not. ‘To enlightened Israel the 
Lord has said, “ Behold, I send an angel before thee, 
to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and 
obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not 
pardon your transgressions: for my name is in him,” 
Ex. xxiii. 20,21. And the apostle in writing to his 
brethren of the same nation, namely, the Hebrews, 
or in other words, the Israelites, says, “ For if the 
word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every trans 
gression and disobedience received a just recom- 
pense of reward; How shall we escape, if we ne- 
glect so great salvation ?” Hebrews ii. 2,5. Andin 
the 12th chapter and 2dth verse, he exhorted them 
to “ See that they refuse not him that speaketh ; for 
if they escaped not who refused him that spake on 
earth, much more shal! not we escape if we turn 
away from him that speaketh from heaven.” If we 
sin wilfully after we know our Master’s will, we shall 
surely receive a just recompense of reward. 

ICONOCLASTES. 
—_>——- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—As natural death is the portion 0! 
all men, what can be more requisite than a steady 
eye to the promises of Jehovah ? He bath told us, by 
inspiration, that the end of a thing is better than the 
beginning. If this be true, then the end of man, i.e. 
when he ceases to breath terrestrial air, is only to 
introduce him to a state superior to that of his birth. 
This being the case, why is it that mankind tremble 
at the approach of death ? Why express such horror 
even at the thought? It is because they do not 
rightly appreciate the character of their Maker—do 
not put their trust in him—do not confide in bis 





promises—are fearful that he is their enemy, and 
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will treat them as they treat their enemies, by ren- 
dering evil for evil, and thereby make their state 
miserable to an endless eternity. 

“ God is Love.” He is unchangeable ;—therefore 
will always remain love. It was dove that moved our 
heavenly Father to send his son into the world, * to 
finish tiansgression and make an end of sin,”—for 
* God so loved the woild that he gave lis only be- 
gotten Son,” &e. 

We are in duty bound to love God, “ for love is 
the fulfilling of the law.” We ought to love him, 
“ because he first loved us. Perfect love casteth out 
fear.” Then it is more especially the want of love 
to God and man, that causes a trembling at the ap- 
proach of death, “The dust shall return to the 
earth as it was, and the spirit to God who gave it.” 
That this tenement of clay at the departure of the 
spirit, returns to its mother earth, none will deny, 
but that the man possesses a soul that shall be raised 
to a future state of existence, some will even dare to 
deny. That such should wear a gloom, is not to be 
wondered at, for the bare idea of annihilation is 
enough to damp all the fine: feelings that man pos- 
sesses. But thanks be to God, we who receive the 
testimony as uth, do not doubt the future immor- 
tality of the soul, any more than the mortality of the 
body. “ But now is Christ risen from the dead and 
become the first fruits of them that slept. For siace 
by man came death, by man came also the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man 
in his own order, Christ the first fruits, afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his coming. Then the end, 
[the end of what? Of all sublunary things—the end 
of man—for we have had our birth and we must have 
our end] when be shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God even the Father, when be shall have 
put down all rule and all authority and power, for 
he must reign uil he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy shall be destroyed, death.” 
Is death to be destroyed? Yes; and him that hath 
the power of it likewise, i.e. the Devil. For what 
purpose are death and the Devil to be destroyed ? 
‘That those who have been all their lifetime subject 
to bondage, might be delivered. From what? from 
this bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. “ Behold, I show youa 
mystery ; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
it the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
For this cotruptible must put on in- 
corruption and this mortal put on immortality. So 
when this corruptible shall have put ov incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where 
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The 
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law ; but thanks be to God, who giveth us the vieto- 
ry through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The Scriptures abundantly teach us that we ought 
notto fear; and whet is there to fear? Shall we be 
afraid of God? what is God? “ God is love.” Sho!! 


be changed, 
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we fear love? love thinketh no ill; then we have 
nothing to fear from it of a servile nature. For in- 
stance, I have a friend who loves me, and thinks no 
ill concerning me, shail I fear him? No—why : 
because I have no idea that his love will stimulate 
him to hurt me, I have an enemy who is powerful, 
and who hates me, who thinks ill concerning me. 
Shall I fear him? Yes—Why? because I may ex- 
pect toreceive damage from him. Is God our ene- 
my? No, he is our Father; he is the Father of the 
spirits of all flesh ; then we are his children ; chil- 
dren of love.’ The love of an earthly father induces 
him to chastise his offending children, but it is for 
their good—he does it, not willingly—i. e. not be 
cause he delights in tormenting them, but that they 
may realize a benefit from it. Just so with our hea- 
venly Father—* He doth not afflict willingly nor 
grieve the children of men:” but for the iniquity 
of our covetousness is he wrath, and he hides his 
face from us, but with everlasting kindness, will he 
have merey upon us. Neither does he forget his 
children notwithstanding they err; though a woman 
may forget her sucking child, yet will I not forget 
thee. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing ? 
and not one of them is forgotten before God ; and 
even the very hairs of our head are all numbered. 
It is sufficient, to banish all fear, to know that God 
thus takes cognizance of the works of his hands. 
Did not God in an early age of man, promise that 
the seed of the woman should biuise the serpent’s 
head? Did he not promise to Abraham, that in his 
seed all the nations, families and kindreds of the 
earth should be blessed? Did not all God’s holy 
prophets testify of the restitution of all things? Are 
we not told that God will make uato all people a 
feast of fat things; that he will destroy in this 
mountain the vail that is spread over all nations: 
that he would swallow up death in victory; that 
the Lord God would wipe tears fiom off all faces— 
That Christ should be God’s salvation unto the ends 
of the earth—that all flesh should see the salvation 
of God—That all shall know the Lord from the 
least unto the greatest; whom to know is life eter- 
val—that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world—that he should prosper whereunto he 
was sent—That all things were given unto him by 
bis Father—That all the Father hath given him 
should come unto him, and he that cometh unto him 
he would in no wise cast out—that he came to save 
his people from their sins—that he is the propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world—that on him 
was laid the iniquity of us all, and Ly his stripes we 
are healed—that every knee shall bow, and every 
tongue shall swear, surely shall say, In the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength—that in him al! 
the seed of Israel shall be justified and shall glory— 
That every creature which is in heaven, and in earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and 
all that are in them, shall say, Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever? And 
we told all this? yea, and much more. Shall it not 
be dene? yes, blessed be the God of heaven ani! 
of earth, he is faithfnl to his promises; he knew 
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when he made them that he was able to accompiish 
them. Therefore, when we repine and shrink from 
the approach of death, it is an indication that we do 
not possess perfect love, that we are strangers to 
that “faith which works by love and purifies the 
heart.” But he that trusts in the Lord as his Sa- 
viour, is as mount Zion which cannot be moved. 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fa- 
mine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (As it is 
written, For thy sake we are killed all day long ; 
we are counted as sheep for the slaughter.) Nay 
in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor lite, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 


ture, shall be able to separate us from the love of 


God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. viii. 
35—39. A. S. 
natin 
From the Telescope. 
HIGH SALARY; OR DISINTERESTED 
BENEVOLENCE! 
* All you that have plenty of Dollars, 
And seek the good will of your Priest, 
Come, help us to train up more scholars 
To preach for the mystical beast !’ 

On Monday Evening, the 10th inst., a Congre- 
gational Meeting was held in the brick Presbyte- 
rian Church, in Beekman-street, to allow or refuse 
the Small Salary of 3,250 or 3,500 dollars per an- 
num, for the support of Dr. Spring. The clerical 
Gentleman being, we presume, afraid he would not 
obtuin a vote for it, attended the meeting ; opened it 
with a sanctified prayer, made a cringing and sup- 
plicatory speech, which he had previously prepared, 
and begged it, as an especial favour, to allow him 
that sum; ashe could not live on less. Part of his 
hearers, who probably owned no pews, being enthu- 
siastically attached to him, did not dare say, Nay! 
Whilst the most pious, substantial, and respectable 
of the pew-holders from whom the salary is derived, 
expressed their unqualified disapprobation. The 
salary, however, was obtained ; and that, with a few 
hundred more from another source, making in all, 
including perquisites, about Forty Hundred Dol- 
lars !—This gives his Reverence a better support 
than any one in his congregation. But it cannot 
last long; for when the worshippers hear this hire- 
ling Priest, they will naturally within themselves 
exclaim, He preaches for Money; it is cash that 
makes up his Disinterested Benevolence. QO, the 
** * * * of an extravagant Hopkinsian.* 

A PRESBYTERIAN. 

There are preachers in this city, who receive 
only $290 per year, and do not complain of having 
too little. There are others who receive not a sin- 
gle farthing for preaching, but like Paul, labour with 
their own hands for a livelihood, and ate satisfied. 
But this Parson wants about $4,000 annually. 





* One of the fundamental doctrines of the Hopkinsians, 
is, that all true virtue or real holiness, consists in disinterest- 

benevolence ; that all sin consists in selfishness, or pro- 
moting one's private interest 





It is not to be wondered that this man should tell 
his congregation, that “Jf they died as they lived, 
they would all go to hell!” Will they not fall over 
his head into that place ? 

A late author, free from party spirit or prejudice, 
and eminent for piety, thus remarks, in reference to 
these hirelings: “It is surprising, that such men 
should be able to palm themselves on the commu- 
nity as the messengers and ministers of Jesus 
Christ. It is very certain that mankind will not 
become any better until they look to the example of 
Christ and the Apostles, and follow the instructions 
which they have given, instead of being led and 
governed by the example and doctrines of corrupt 
priests. And if people generally would cease any 
more to buy their merchandize, or pay them for 
preaching, they would soon rid the world of a bur- 
den, and Christianity of a disgrace! 

“The Gospel was never designed to be sold as 
merchandize, and to he dealt out only where it 
would command a good price. Answer for your- 
selves to this matter, O ve priests, who like the false 
prophets of old, prophesy for pay and divine for 
money, and reflect whether you can hope to stand 
justified before him who will judge the world in 
righteousness. It is indeed among the wonders of 
this day that men can be found, claiming to be the 
disciples of Christ, who will even give their consent 
to receive 1, 2 and 3,000 dollars per annum, for 
preaching that Gospel which ne has commanded 
to be preached freely. Yet these are the men who 
take the lead in all Bible, Missionary, and other 
Societies for promoting the religion of Jesus Christ 
in the world. How much better would they pro- 
mote it if they would relinquish their enormous 
salaries, and come under the influence of that reli- 
gion themselves, and thereby show to their fellow 
men that they believed in its divine authority, and 
that its precepts were strictly and universally to be 
obeyed. Till they do this, all their talk about pro- 
moting the cause of the Redeemer is but an empty 
boast, and all their labours will prove useless and 
vain.” 

REMARKS. 

It appears from the above article, which we have 
copied from the “'Te:rscore,” a refigious paper 
published in this city, that Dr. Spring is not forgot- 
ten, and that his “labours of love” (alias money,) are 
noticed in a becoming manner, since we have re- 
frained from our attention to this gentleman. Pre- 
sent appearances incline us to adopt the opinion, 
that the seed sowed by us, in time past, is beginning 
to sprout; and will, ere long, yield a goodly har- 
vest. As Dr. S. is a gentleman of talents, we hope 
he will gratify the curiosity of the public, and solve 
the following difficult problem—You say, Sir, that 
you cannot live on aless sum, than the amount of 
your present salary. Pray, Sir, how can you ac- 
count for your existence, before you received this 
sum? Unless your constitution has experienced a 
rematkable change, within these few years past, it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, for you to accoum 
for your present existence, 

It is lamentable that a congregation of people. 
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professing Christianity, wii! submit to be cajoled by 
the sanctified coaxing of this inan, to rob themselves 
of their money to support his extravagance, when 
the widow and the orphan are pining in gloomy 
penury, and have the sanction of Jehovah to bach 
their fruitless appeals to the charity of an unfeeling 
world. 

It has been asserted again and again, that Dr. 
S.’s congregation have a right to give him any 
an.sunt of salary they please, and that this is thei: 
concern, and not the business of other people. As 
men among men, they have an undoubted right to 
dispose of their money in cockfighting, bullbaitig, 
horseracing, parsonpampering, or in any other game 
or manner they may please. But, as men before 
God, acknowledging themselves as His stewards, and 
accountable to Him for all their conduct, they have 
no right to expend uselessly on the person of their 
minister, and his favoured family, the means which 
God has given them to help and succour the poor 
and miserable. They know this as certainly as we 
can tell them; and their consciences, if they are 
not paralyzed beyond reflection, by the dogmas of 
their pastor, will set the seal to the truth of our al- 
legations. 

Dr. 8. stands not alone. There are others in this 
city who cannot live on the wholesome fare which 
God has provided, and quietly submit to the mea- 
sure of quantity which satisfies all the reasonable 
creation, themselves excepted. 

So much for diplomas. A diploma spoils a man. 
A Doctor of divinity would absolutely starve on the 
diet which would surfeit a common man. Wonder- 
ful times, these, when holiness increases a man’s 
appetite, and produces, throughout his whole fami- 
ly, such a voracious thirst for the things of this 
wicked world, as to set a whole congregation at 
their “ wits ends” to gratify them! And all this is, 
reader, for what, think ye? Why, “ the love of God, 
and poor souls!” . 

—>—- 
DR. CLARK rs. IGNORANCE. 

The following, from Dr. Adam Clarke’s Com- 
mentary on the New Testament, we publish for the 
benefit of Methodists, requesting them to recollect 
that Dr. C. is ove of their own order. See Matt. 


v, 22 


“Shall be in danger of hell fire.” 

“Our Lord here alludes to the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, Gut winnom. This place was near Jeru- 
salem, and had been formerly used for those abom- 
inable sacrifices in which the idolatrous Jews had 
caused their children to pass through the fire to Mo- 
loch. A particular place in this valley was called 
Toruer, from Tophet the fire stove, in which some 
suppose they burnt their children alive to the above 
idol. See 2 Kings xxiii. 10. 2 Chron. xxviii. 3. 
Jer. vii. 31, 32. From the circumstance of this 
valley having been the scene of these infernal sacri- 
fices, the Jews, in our Saviour’s time, used the word 
for hell, the place of the damned. It is very pro- 
bable that our Lord means no more here than this: 
Ifaman charge another with apostacy from the 
Jewish religion, or rebellion against God, and can- 





not prove the charge, then he is exposed to that 
punishment, (burning alive) which the other must 
have suffered, if the charge had been substantiated. 
There are three kinds of offences here, which ex- 
ceed each other in their degrees of guilt. Ist. 4@n- 
ger against a man, accompanied with some injurious 
act. 2dly. Contempt, expressed by the opprobrious 
epithet raka, or shallow-brains. 3dly. Hatred and 
mortal enmity, expressed by the term moreh or apos- 
tate, where such apostacy could not be proved. 
Now proportioned to these three offences weve three 
different degrees of punishment, each exceeding the 
other in its severity, as the offences exceeded each 
other in their different degrees of guilt. Ist. The 
judgment, the council of twenty-three, which could 
inflict the punishment of strangling. 2dly. The 
Sanhedrin, or great council, which could inflict the 
punishment of stoning. And 3dly. The being burnt 
alive in the valley of the son of Hinnom. 
pears to be the meaning of our Lod.” 
—>—— 
UNIVERSAL SALVATION. 
It isthe will of God, who will have all men to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
It is the object of Christ’s mission, and we have seen 
and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the 
Saviour of the world. It is the joy of angels, and 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, Glory to 
God im the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. It is the prayer of saints, I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions and giving of thanks, be made for all 
men. It is the voice of creation, for he (Gop) maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and send- 
eth rain on the just and the unjust. When God, 
Christ, angels and saints, ardently desire the salva- 
tion of all men, and when all material creation tes- 
tifies in its favour, what can oppose it, but ignorance 
and evil? Shall creation bear false witness? For as 
the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 
seed to the sower, and bread to the eater; so shall 
my word be, that goeth forth out of my mouth; it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accom- 
plish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing, whereto I send it. Shall saiats pray in vain 
when they offer petitions in accordance with God's 
will? The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much. Shall not the joy of angels 
attain the highest elevation?’ There is Joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth. Shall the object of Christ’s mission fail ? 
He shall see of the travail of ‘his soul, and shall be 
satisfied. Shall the will ef God be frustrated ? Who 
worketh all things after the counsel! of his own will, 
and who says, My counsel shal! stand, and [ will do 
all my pleasure. Rel. Ing. 


This ap- 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Sir—I recently, on a Sabbath evening, attended 
the New-Jerusalem Church. The preacher selected 
for his text the following words:—“And Jonathan 
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took the rod, and dipped it in the honey comb, and 
ipplied it to his lips,” &c. He said, “ The doctrine 
of the salvation of alt men, without regard to their 
«ood or bad conduct in this life, is one of the honied 
class. It is sweet to the natural taste. This doc- 
trine represents man as wearing the crown of vir- 
tue, without having been burdened with its cross. 
But, by the light that shines upon the clouds of hea- 
ven, we discover, that a course of virtue is perpetual 
happiness and peace; while that of vice is an end- 
less hell.” Yours, &c. CLIO. 
REMARKS. 

We cannot but admire the candour and sagacity 
of this New-Jerusalem preacher. He does not even 
pretend that his knowledge of the existence of an 
# endless Hell,” is derived from the Scriptures. This 
is candid. But he does declare that he made the 
discovery “by the fight that shines upon the elouds 
of heaven.” The light of the sun “ shines upon the 
clouds of heaven.” Also, the light of a bonfire shines 
upon the clouds. Now this sagacious gentleman 
has not informed us, whether he owes his discovery 
to the light of the one, or the other. At all events, 
we presume, he thinks he has made a wondertul 
discovery ! 

—~—>—— 
DEPRAVITY OF GREAT CITIES. 

The Bill of Mortality for Portsmouth (N. H.) for 
1824, gives as the highest number of deaths froin 
any one disease, twenty of Consumption. The next 
highest is sizteen of INTEMPERANCE! In this 
great city, in 1823, the deaths by Intemperance were 


forty-three. The population of Portsmovth, in 1820, 


was 7317. Of this city about 120,000. New-York, 
therefore, to gain the summit of the virtue of tem- 
perance which exists in the little town of Ports- 
mouth, must have a Bill of Mortality assigning In- 
temperance as a cause of death, to lwo hundred and 
sirty-three of her citizens!!! New-York is more 
than sixteen times as large as Portsmouth; and, 
facts warrant the assertion, more addicted to the 
virtue of temperance! 

We do not make these remarks, and give this 
statement to show the great difference which exists 
in this city, in favour of temperance, over Ports- 
mouth, and invidiously to point to facts in dispa- 
ragement of other places, but to correct the common 
opinion, that small towns are an effectual barrier to 
gross and increased immorality, and that large cities 
ave great abodes of wickedness; for neither New- 
York nor Portsmouth, nor any town of its size in 
New-England, can boast of any virtue, or freedom 
from any vice, with any colour of authority. 

—=>— 
BONZES. 

An inferior order of priests in China, resembling 
the friars and monks in the popish countries of 
Christendom. They are often seen in the squares 
and other public places, exhibiting themselves as 
frightful spectacles of mortification. Some of them 
drag, with great pain, along the streets, large chains, 
thirty feet in length, which are fastened round their 
necks and legs; and some mangle their bodies, and 
make them appear all over bloody, by slashing their 








flesh with a sharp flint. In this situation they stop 
at the doors of people’s houses: “ You see (say they) 
what we suffer, that we may expiate your sins: can 
you be so heard-hearted as to refuse us a smal! 
alms 7” Winterbotham. 

{Should any suppose there are no characters of 
this description in our happy and enlightened coun- 
try, let them make a candid and thorough examina- 
tion, and evidence will be furnished sufficient to 


satisfy the most obstinate incredulity. ] a 
——>—- 
A HYPOCRITE. 

A hypocrite is a saint that goes by clock work ; a 
machine made by the Devil’s geometry, which he 
winds and nicks to go ashe pleases. He is the De- 
vil’s finger watch that never goes true; but too fast 
or too slow, as the Devil sets it. A hypocrite’s reli- 
gion is a mummery, and his gospel walkings nothing 
but a masquerade. He never wears his own person, 
but assumes a shape, as the Devil does when he ap- 
pears. A hypocrite is a weathercock upon the 
steeple of the church, that turns with every wind. 

Butler. 
—~>—. 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
While the biack darkness hangs arouad, 
My fainting spirit wings its way ; 
Throagh gloomy scenes and shades profound, 
To Heaven's bright eternal day. 


Welcome, thrice welcome, to my eye, 
The morning star’s inspiring light ; 

As forth he sallies through the sky 
The guardian angel of the night. 


Let mortals blind and weak, below, 
Pursue some phantom bliss in vain ; 
* The world’s a wilderness of wo, 
And life a pilgrimage of pain ; 


Till mild Religion, from above, 
Desceuds a sweet engaging form, 

A messenger of heavenly love, 
The bow of promise in a storm. 


Then haggard passions wing their flight, 
The seas’ tempestuous billows cease, 
The sun bursts forth in rays of light, 
My soul enjoys the sweets of peace. 


Ambition, pride, revenge, depart! 
And folly, with her chastening rod, 

Then leaves my humble contrite heart 
A temple for the living God. 


O far beyond the vale of time, 
Where bright celestial ages roll, 
There may we meet in scenes sublime, 


Sweet pleasures of th’ immortal soul. 
S. M 
oS 
Our Br. Stephen R. Smith, from New 
Hartford, will deliver a Discourse in the New 
Charch in Prince-street, on Monday evening next. 
the 14th inst. 
ee 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
The “ Society for the Lavesiigation and Establishment o! 
Gospel Truth,” will meet, for Discussion, every FRIDA 
evening, at half-past six o'clock, at No. 9 Frankfort- 


street. 
All Denominations of Christians are invited to attend. 
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